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Abstract
Writing is considered to be one language skill, which is difficult for students. The
students still faced many problems in writing composition, such as organizing ideas,
developing ideas, and using correct grammar (Huy, 2015). In acquiring English as a foreign or
second language through written form, the students, therefore, need to utilize themselves to
achieve their goal to master the English language besides their first language. Today, social
media like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and WhatsApp play a vital role in determining the
quality and the productivity of their users (Kaya & Bicen, 2016). These social media become
accessible to students in Indonesia. Those social media, in turn, can be used intelligently to
master English (Nazara, 2011). Instagram, for instance, can be used to make its users transmit
their ideas, comments, and attitudes by using English. On Instagram, the users also can freely
share photos and videos from their Apple IOS, Android, and Windows smartphones (Barbee
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and Bradford, 2019). As a mobile tool, Instagram has utilities for personal reasons as well as
business ones. Especially for the videos, these tools can be stimulating and provoking to
express ideas. The implementation of video materials in the classrooms has plenty of
advantages, such as boosting students’ autonomy and proactivity (Benmouhoub, L & Maouche,
2018). These videos, then, will persuade them to write where persuasion is essential in
internalizing the students' values (Anderson, Rainie, & Caiazza, 2018). This research aims at
exploring the effects of Instagram videos on the students in acquiring English as a foreign
language, especially in obtaining the writing skill. It was conducted using a quasi-experimental
design. The samples of the research were seventy students of Senior High School in Parepare,
Indonesia. To collect data, the researchers distributed a written test to measure the progress
from pre-test to post-test. The researchers also interviewed the students to know their
perception of the use of Instagram videos in acquiring the English language in the classroom
setting. The result showed that the students gained the English in the writing form enhanced
significantly. The data based on the interviews revealed that the students perceived well the
activities of using Instagram videos in the classroom setting.
Keywords: Writing ability, videos, Instagram, students perception

Introduction
Writing is one of the four essential skills besides listening, speaking, and reading. Writing
skill is one of the productive powers. Farooq & Uzair-ul-hassan (2012) stated that writing is
a way of communicating a message to the reader for a purpose. Many people consider writing
as easy because people write everything, but in fact, writing seems very difficult (Chemin,
2014). In writing, students also should master several essential aspects of English such as
vocabulary, grammar, etc. (Leong & Ahmadi, 2017).
Most of the students still faced many problems and difficulties in writing. Those problems
were organizing ideas, developing a concept, using improper grammar. Using improper
mechanics, punctuation, capitalization, spelling also often appear in the students’ writing. The
students who have a good idea in writing are not always express it in the right way (Rass,
2015). According to Whitaker (2009), students’ essays frequently consist of only pieces in the
list; there are not many details about their topics, so that the results often confusing. They
sometimes face a widespread problem for not knowing how to start their writing and how to
begin their sentences.
In this modern era, social media like Facebook, Twitter, Path, Line, BBM, WhatsApp, and
Instagram increase rapidly (Riadi et al., 2019). The users vary from the young to adult
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(Khurshid et al., 2018). Even many students access these social media for making friends and
networking. They follow the developments of using social media, which deals with activities
that involve socializing and networking online through words, pictures, and videos
(Albrechtslund, 2008). Facebook, Twitter, Path, Line, BBM, WhatsApp, and Instagram are the
most popular social media. Mansor & Talk (2017), however, claimed that Instagram is
successful in being used as a teaching tool to study English as a second language.
This study, therefore, investigated the utilization of the Instagram social media in the
classroom. It is to support theories and findings (Nur & Syarifuddin, 2018; Latifa et al., 2018;
Badaruddin et al., 2018; etc.) regarding the implementation of technology in Language
teaching. Based on the previous explanation, the researchers then assumed that the students
could be more talent in writing composition if an interesting tool stimulates them to create.
This research hence studies the effect of the Instagram videos on students in acquiring English
as a foreign language, especially in obtaining the writing skill.

Literature Review
Concept of writing
Writing is one of the four skills besides reading, listening, and speaking (Al-Saadi, S, H &
Moses Sam, 2013). It is also a productive skill besides speaking because writing is an activity
where people express their ideas in written form (Fareed & Bilal, 2016). Juli (2018) stated that
writing is an instrument of both communication and self-expression. According to (Handayani
et al., 2013), writing is a great collector of ideas, a clarifier of thinking, and a significant aspect
of learning itself.
Further, (Handayani et al., 2013) stated that writing is a way of communicating a message
to a reader for a purpose. The teachers, therefore, have to be innovative to create an
environment that will lead to the creativeness of the students (Mansor, 2017). Through these
innovations and creativities, they, as writers, know themselves deeply, intimately, or patiently
with the process of writing. Besides, they will enjoy the process with no doubt and no fear. In
turn, they will learn all the time and experiment uniquely.
Based on the concepts of writing described before, the writers then concludes that writing
is a process of expressing ideas and information in a written language which has some rules
such as grammar and rhetoric features. Besides, writing itself has the purpose of giving
information to the reader. Also, now writing has a great place in teaching-learning procedures
in school, and it becomes one of the crucial things in education.
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According to the English curriculum (BSNP, 2006) of Senior High School, there are many
types of writing as follows:
1)

Exposition
Exposition is a kind of rhetorical discourse mode, along with argumentation, description,

and narration. The purpose of exposition text is informing the readers about the plot, character,
setting, and theme of the essay, story, or motion picture (Maftoon, P & Soroush, 2010).
2)

Argumentation
Argumentation is also called persuasion. An argumentation presents work to reach

conclusions by logical reasoning. It is based on soundly or not, on-premises, thinking, and
argumentation (Hornikx & Hahn, 2012). It studied rules of inference, logic, and procedural
rules in both artificial and real-world settings. Argumentation includes debate and negotiation,
which are concerned with reaching a mutually acceptable conclusion. It is used in law, for
example, in the trial, in preparing an argument to be presented to the court and in testing the
validity of certain kinds of evidence.
3)

Description
The description is one of four rhetorical modes (also known as modes of discourse). It is

also the fiction-writing mode for transmitting a mental image of the particulars of a story (Huy,
2015).
a)

Description as a rhetorical mode
The report reproduces a visual presentation of things such as action, place, person, event,

or activity so that the reader may picture the things figured. Clark (2014) stated that descriptive
writing might be found in the other rhetorical modes
b)

Description as a fiction-writing mode
Fiction is a form of narrative, fiction–paper also has distinct forms of expression, or styles,

each with its purposes and conventions. Agent and author Even Marshall identifies five fictionwriting modes, action, summary, dialogues feeling/ thoughts, and background (Jandl, et al.
2017)
4)

Narration
The narration is some retelling, often in words (though it is possible to mime a story), or

something that happened a story (Purba, 2018). Narration recounts events, perhaps leaving
some occurrences out because they are from some perspective insignificant, and possibly
emphasizing others. The narrative thus shapes history (the scene of events, the story of what
happened).
5)

Other types of writing
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According to

Graham, et al. (2016), writing also has many types, including writing

narratives, explanations, expository passages, essays, directions, summarizes, critiques, and
letter writing as developmental writing skills are advanced.

Characteristics of a Good Writing
Writing has some features. According to (Natanael, et al., 2014), there are three
characteristics of composing a good essay or paragraph, namely:
1) Coherence
An article has a sense when the supporting sentences are ordered according to a principle
(Yunhadi, 2016). The sentences are composed in order so that the reader can understand the
ideas quickly. The principles for orders depend on the types of the paragraph you are writing.
Coherence means to stick together. It is a matter of having part of a piece of writing in the right
with the clearance process.
2)

Cohesion
A good paragraph represents cohesion. All the supporting sentences connect, in their

support of the topic sentence, when a paragraph has cohesion (Wang & Sui, 2016).
3)

Unity
All the supporting sentences should relate to the topic sentence. Order in text or paragraph

is like an organization secure but is smaller in space, so it may be simpler to consider the request
as directed (Whitaker, 2009). Thus, the writer should make sure that he/she has composed the
sentences and the details in a logical order and good connection (Whitaker, 2009).
The explanation of the characteristic of writing shows that writing has several components,
such as coherence, cohesion, and unity. In writing, a writer should do some processes besides
implementing those characteristics. Various researchers capture the writing process in similar
ways, with some minor differences (Bayat, 2014).
During the drafting stage, a short text is created by choosing among the selected ideas and
putting them together. After that, the text is discussed individually or in groups. The writer then
revises the text to identify the mistake or improvement. The last readings follow these stages
(Badger & White, 2000). According to Flower & Hayes in Bayat and Sekercioğlu (2014), the
process of textualizing the generated ideas occurs in three stages: prewriting, drafting, and
revising. While all these processes are carried out, the teacher guides the students and tries to
increase their capacity.
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Concept of Instagram videos
Video can be used to facilitate the teaching-learning process. Video also is known as audiovisual, which is what people listen to and what people see. According to Çakir (2006), there
are many media and styles of visual presentation which are used to the language learner. The
audio-visual materials have positive contributions to language learning as long as they are used
at the right time in the right place (Nur & Syarifuddin, 2018). In the language learning and
teaching process, the learners use their eyes as well as their ears; but their eyes are fundamental
in education (Kim, Mady, & Wang, 2014). Furthermore, Çakir (2006) claimed that it
contributes to the understanding of another culture by providing indirect contacts with speakers
of the language, through both audio and visual means.
A recent large-scale survey reveals that the students like to learn language through the
involvement of videos, which are often used to mean quite different things in language teaching
Çakir (2006). Moreover, Çakir (2006) claims that video can give students realistic models to
imitate for role-playing; can improve awareness of other cultures by teaching appropriateness
and suitability. Besides, Çakir (2006) also claims globally total Internet video traffic (business
and consumer, combined) will be 77% of the Internet traffics in 2019, up from 59% in 2014.’
High-quality videos can be streamed quickly into mobile devices in an educational context.
While it took 12.5 minutes to download a song online in 2002, as of 2014 it only took 18
seconds
From the explanations, the authors reveal that the video has already been used to facilitate
the teaching-learning process. The video is used to see and listen to get an understanding of the
content of the video. When the videos are applied to the learning process, however, the
instruction should pay more attention to students’ results of writings. The teacher should give
correction and feedback to them because feedback and revision are crucial elements of an EFL
writing course (Comber, 2019)
Instagram is one of the selected social media used by many people starts from young to
adult (Ma, M & Alhabash, 2016). It is one platform of social media where its users can share
photos. Start from mid-2013, Instagram’s services expanded to sharing a 60-second video.
Since that time, the number of people used Instagram increased rapidly. From Instagram,
statistics showed that it had attracted more than 150 million active users, with averagely 55
million photos uploaded by users everyday, and more than 16 billion photos shared so far.
Nowadays, Instagram can take many functions. We can create accounts, post content,
apply filters, add captions, tag users, add locations, add hashtags, like content, add comments,
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browse and follow other accounts, check a feed generated by followed accounts, and explore
hashtags/users.
Ali (2014) claimed that Instagram is such a fantastic application and one of the most
popular social media applications. What makes it the best use in learning the English language
is that its users learn entertainingly and spontaneously. Instagram has a beneficial characteristic
as it falls under the category of social networking (Kircaburun & Griffiths, 2018). Instagram is
a social media based around sharing pictures and fifteen-second videos that we can post to
other social media sites.
One example, an educator could have students review a book. The teacher then ask
students to create a video to share it in Instagram. Even better, if the students are learning
English, the Instagram can help them develop “academic vocabulary.” Another way is by
getting students create photo essays based upon a list of themes or concepts from the
curriculum. By using ‘photo prompts,’ the instructor can engage students to write responses
based upon the photos or to take pictures of a “step-by-step process” while adding a caption to
each photo (Laponsie, 2013). Blair & Serafini (2014) claimed that the way Instagram becomes
integrated into course content remains limited by the instructor’s imagination but provides a
medium for students to connect and engage with course concepts. Regarding the explanations,
the researcher concludes that Instagram is one of the popular social media that allow people to
share photos or videos, which has over 200 million users. Teachers can use it as a media in the
teaching-learning process.
In general, Instagram has specific features that are commonly used by the user (Handayani,
2017). The features of Instagram are as follows:
1. Instagram profile interface.
This part displays information about user profiles. It includes the biography, circular
profile photo, number of posts, and users” follower/following count. The “+ Follow” option
permits users to follow other users and stay updated on the latter’s posted content.
2.

Profile content.
It provides viewers to scroll down the profiles. Viewers may see all profile photos appear

together. For a closer look, viewers have the option to click on any picture. The photo chosen
is displayed clearly.
3. Instagram’s photo/video content.
When the Instagram users click on a photo, it will display a larger version of the picture.
Here, viewers can like the photo/video, leave a comment, or read previously posted comments.
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In this photo/video content also displays how many people have liked the photo/video, the
photo/video caption, and comments appended below the caption.
4.

Navigational tools.
There are five icons available at the bottom of each page in the Instagram’s screen; they

are the home page, explore page, posting page, notification page, and user’s profile page. These
are the essential navigational tools for Instagram.
Based on the explanation of the Instagram features, the authors conclude that there are
several features that available on Instagram, such as Instagram profile interface, profile content,
Instagram’s photo/video content, and navigational tools for Instagram.
Today is the age of the advanced of technology, that almost everyone has understood and
used the technology both for entertainment, business, and other essential things. Nowadays,
gadgets like an iPhone and Android are very much enquired by the public, because gadgets are
straightforward to carry everywhere and very practical for entertainment, business, etc. It also
can be used to access social media in the device; there are many kinds of social media like
Instagram, Path, Facebook, and Twitter.

The advantages and disadvantages of Instagram as follows:
Of course, social media has advantages and disadvantages. The following are the
advantages of Instagram.
1.

Instagram provides a privacy feature.

2.

Instagram has various features for editing photos.

3.

Instagram lists users’ followers and following.

4.

Instagram is more widely used compared to other social media.

5.

Instagram can follow people indefinitely.

6.

Instagram can become a straightforward promotion.

7.

Instagram is easy to use.

8.

Instagram provides views of photos of people and artists.

9.

Instagram can connect with other social media.

Instagram can also be used to see the newest information around the world that that was
happening. It provides many photos and videos that come from any sources. The latest version
of Instagram also offers several features like a video call. Its users can greet other people by
using the video call feature, although they are from a different region. Instagram also provides
a hashtag (#) so people can find related content that mentions the hashtag. The caption in the
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Instagram feature allows people to create a note or tell everybody on the picture or video that
they post. People are also able to mention their friends to the post that other people uploaded.
People even able to send it by using a direct message.
The disadvantages of Instagram are as follows:
1)

Instagram only has two contents, photos, and videos.

2)

Use internet connection to access it

3)

The maximum video duration is only 1 minute.

4)

Instagram does not display the cover picture. It only shows a profile picture.

5)

Competition is very tight because many are using this Instagram.
To access the newest version, Instagram must be updated regularly. Instagram can be used

in language learning (Mansor & Talk, 2017). There are different activities that teachers can use
to implement Instagram in their classes. Xerry & Vassallo (2016) listed some examples of the
events during the utilization of Instagram in the classroom setting. They are:
1.

utilizing digital storytelling

2.

practicing grammar on photo captions

3.

doing photojournalism

4.

creating photo prompts for themselves

5.

finding metaphors within chosen photos

6.

creating photo blogs

7.

finding and documenting context within photos

8.

doing an ethnographic study

9.

sharing art, and

10.

exercising creative and artistic expression through taking their pictures

Teachers can share exciting pictures/videos in their account. While posting the
picture/video, the teacher encourages students by giving questions related to the image.
Students are assigned to comment and give their opinion about this picture. Question students
about the photo are useful as a prompt for a creative writing task. Students are free to present
their ideas from what they see in the pictures. From this activity, the teacher can know the way
students develop ideas based on the picture/video given. On another side, the teacher can ask
students to share a series of pictures/videos. Students are assigned to write stories based on the
pictures/videos by using language structure that the material covered in class. This activity will
make the student a chance to practice their writing skills.
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Method
This research used a quasi-experimental approach, which applied a non-equivalent control
group design. Two groups were participating in the experiment, one in the experimental class
and one in the control class. The researchers used Instagram as a media in the experimental
class and pictures in the control class. The researchers also applied a descriptive method to
explore the students’ perceptions of the application of Instagram in the teaching and learning
process.

Participants
This research investigated the eleventh-grade students of SMA Negeri 2 Parepare,
Indonesia. The population of this research was 179 students of eleventh science grade. The
researchers selected the samples by using cluster random sampling technique. The researchers
chose the 36 students of XI MIPA 2 as the experimental class, which consisted of 36 students
and the 34 students of XI MIPA 1 as the control one.

Instrument
The instruments of the research were the writing test and interview. The researcher applied
the writing test to measure the students’ capability to write explanation texts. The use of
interviews, on the other hand, was intended to assess the students’ perception towards the
utilization of Instagram in the writing class. The researchers took the writing test from the
questions which commonly used for the writing test at senior high schools in Indonesia. The
interview about perception, meanwhile, followed the Neag Center for Gifted Education and
Talent Development University of Connecticut (2007) ways of measuring perceptions. The
judgment was measured by prompting accurate perceptions and distorted perceptions.
Before applying the test, the researchers validated the test by content and construct
validations. The topics of the test were Flood, Tsunami, Earthquake, The formulation of
Rainbow, Poverty, Corruption, and Bullying. These topics represent the writing materials to
teach by using Instagram. Provided 90 minutes allotment, the students conducted the test
writing 100 to 200 words of explanation texts.
The researchers also used interviews to assess the students’ perceptions of the application
of Instagram in learning writing. The interviewers felicitate the students’ responses to the use
of Instagram by asking some questions. The questions prompted answers dealing with the
phenomenon of Instagram, the effects of Instagram, the advantages and disadvantages of the
Instagram, utilities of Instagram, the challenging of the Instagram, etc.
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Procedure
At the initial phase of the class, the teacher gave a pre-test for both experimental and
control classes. The pre-test was conducted before providing treatment to know the students’
prior knowledge and understanding of writing. The students wrote an explanation text such as
choosing these topics of Flood, Tsunami, Earthquake, The formation of Rainbows, and
Corruption. They composed explanation texts with at least 100 words and a maximum of 200
words. The allocation time given to students was 2x45 of learning time (90 minutes/ 1 meeting).
Then the researchers supervised the class.
After giving the pre-test, the researchers gave the treatment in 4 meetings. The researchers
gave topics of natural and social phenomena in the classroom. The researchers applied standard
procedures in the classroom. The teacher greeted the students, checked the attendance list, and
then explained the material. In the experimental class, the researchers assigned the students
activities by uploading the natural phenomena (e.g., rainfall video, Flood, Tsunami,
Earthquake, The formation of Rainbows, and Corruption) in Instagram then instructing the
caption related to the video.
Meanwhile, in the control class, the researchers assigned the students with still pictures of
rainfall. The students from both types then composed explanation text with minimally 100
words and maximally 200 words. At the final session of the class, the students concluded the
material.
After giving the treatment, the researchers applied the post-test. The purpose of the posttest was to find out the students’ achievement after giving treatment. The students compose an
explanation text of some topics like Poverty, Earthquake, Corruption, Flood, and Bullying at
least 100 words and a maximum of 200 words. The allocation time given to students was 2x45
of learning time (90 minutes/ 1 meeting).

Results
Pre-test
The rate of students’ scores was obtained through writing tests before giving treatment by
using Instagram videos for the experimental class and using pictures for the control class. The
rate of the percentage and frequency in experimental and control class were as follows.
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Table 1. Frequency and rate percentage of the score of pre-test
No. Qualifications Predicate
1
2
3
4
5

Very good
Good
Fair
Poor
Total

Score
86 – 100
71 – 85
56 – 70
≤ 55

A
B
C
D

Experimental
F
%
4
11.11
13
36.11
19
52.78
36
100

Control
%
10
29.41
7
20.59
17
50
34
100
F

Table 1 described the frequency of students’ writing scores in the pre-test. In the pre-test,
no student got a very good classification. There were only four students (11.11%) in the
experimental class and ten students (29.41%) in the control class who got a good classification.
For fair rating, 13 (36.11%) students in the experimental class and 7 (20.59%) students in the
control class. Meanwhile, there were 19 (52.78%) students in the experimental class, and 17
(50%) students in the control class classified as inferior.
From the table of frequency of the students’ score of the pre-test, the researchers revealed
that the students’ scores in the pre-test were dominantly in poor classification. The students in
the experimental class who got poor ratings were 19 students. Meanwhile, there were 17
students in the control class classified as inferior. It means that the students who got poor
classification were higher in experimental class than in the control class even it had a small
dispute. The students who got proper ratings were dominated in the control class, where ten
students got proper classification but only four students in the experimental category. It means
that students who got adequate classification were higher in the control class, although it has a
small dispute. These showed that students dominantly get a sparse rating. It means that
students’ writing ability still needed to be enhanced.

Table 2. Mean score and standard deviation of students in pre-test
Group

Mean Score

Standard Deviation

Experimental Class

55.36

12.80

Control Class

53.35

17.14

The mean score of the pre-test in the experimental class was higher than the pre-test in the
control class. However, both classes just got a sparse classification. It indicated that the
students’ writing ability still needed to be enhanced by giving the treatment. Meanwhile, the
standard deviation of students in the experimental class was lower than students in the control
118

class. It means that the students’ writing ability in the control class was more various than
students in the experimental category.
Post-test
The rate of students’ scores was obtained through writing tests after giving treatment by
using Instagram videos for the experimental class and using pictures for the control class. The
rate of the percentage and frequency in experimental and control class were as follows:

Table 3. Frequency and rate percentage of the score of post-test
No.

Qualification Predicate
A

Score Experimental
F
%
86 – 100
-

Control
F
%
-

1.

Very good

2.

Good

B

71 – 85

31

86.11 21

61.76

3.

Fair

C

56 – 70

4

11.11 6

17.65

4.

Poor

D

41 – 55

1

2.78

7

20.59

36

100

34

100

Total

Table 3. shows that the rate percentage in the experimental class was better than the rate
percentage in the control class. In the post-test, no student got a very good classification for
both experimental and control classes. Meanwhile, 31 (86.11%) students in the experimental
class and 21 (61.76%) students in the control class got a proper classification. In fair rating,
there were four (11.11%) students in the experimental class and 6 (17.65%) students in the
control class. For sparse classification, 1 (2.78%) students in the experimental class and
7(20.59%) students in the control class.
Data on Table 3 revealed that the students’ scores in the post-test were dominated in the
proper classification. The students’ rate in the experimental was higher than in the control class.
It means that students who got good rating were more upper in the experimental class than in
the control class. The data shows that students dominated as proper classification
than very good, fair, and poor classifications for both experimental and control classes. It
means that students’ writing ability was enhanced.
Table 4. Mean score and standard deviation of students in post-test
Group

Mean Score

Standard Deviation

Experimental Class

74.88

5.46

Control Class

70.08

10.91
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Table 4 shows that the mean score of the students in the post-test both in the experimental
and control class. The average score of the post-test in the experimental class was (74.88) while
(53.35) in the control class. The standard deviation in experimental class was (12.80) while
(17.14) in the control class
The average score of the post-test in the experimental class was higher than the post-test
in the control class. The experimental class a good classification while the control class got
a fair rating. It indicated that the students’ writing ability was enhanced by giving the treatment.
Meanwhile, the standard deviation of students in the control class was higher than students in
the experimental category. It means that the students’ writing ability in the control class was
more various than students in the experimental class.
The Students’ Perception
After interviewing the students, the researchers revealed that the students perceived very
well the implementation of Instagram videos in teaching writing. These are some of their
opinion based on their answers during the interviews:
1.

The students like studying by using Instagram because Instagram is a new phenomenon.

2. Instagram is fascinating because they can watch some short videos uploaded by the
Instagram users
3.

They can find some Instagram story, pictures, texts, or videos

4.

Acquiring the language which the users utter were challenging because sometimes they
are difficult to get points

5. They can create their ideas in Instagram freely even they should utter them in polite
expressions
6. They can browse other information from some websites while engaging Instagram on certain
occasions.
7.

They can directly find correction and revision from the teacher.
In short, the students really enjoyed acquiring the English language, especially the written

one, when they were treated by using Instagram.

Discussion
Among the four skills in English learning, the researchers took writing to be researched.
The researchers considered that writing skill was more demanded in this era of industrial
revolution 4.0. This ability helps people to communicate with other people in many sectors.
Handayani et al. (2013) stated that writing is a way of communicating a message to the reader
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for a purpose. Some researchers like Rivai et al. (2017), Styati (2016), Handayani (2017), and
Listiani (2016) had conducted researchers by choosing writing as the skill to be researched.
They investigated the use of videos (Rivai et al., 2017), Instagram (Listiani, 2016), YouTube
videos, and pictures (Styati, 2016) as well as the appropriate method (Handayani et al., 2013)
in teaching writing.
In this research, the researchers applied an experimental research method with a quasiexperimental design of a non-equivalent control group. The experimental study presents a
testing hypothesis to establish cause and effect (Gay et al., 2014). Several researchers also
applied quasi-experimental design, such as Styati (2016), Hayati (2017), and Listiani (2017),
to test the effectiveness of teaching methods or teaching media in teaching writing.
A researcher, as a teacher, in the experimental class, delivered the instruction by utilizing
the course with Instagram videos. The teacher started activities by greeting the students, then
checked the attendance list, and the researchers gave some questions about the material that
was taught. The researchers then uploaded or reposted the video on Instagram related to the
topic by providing some notes on the caption. The video natural and social phenomena (video
of rain, clash, volcanic eruption, and wildfire). After that, the researcher asked the students to
make an explanation text related to the video that the researcher uploaded or reposted, and the
explanation must consist of at least 100 words and a maximum of 200 words. The researcher
also gave a chance for students to ask when they found a problem. The last the researcher
guided the students to conclude the material then documented the learning process. The
students seemed natural to write their ideas by watching the video because they directly saw
the object made into written form, and that was causing the writing ability of the students’ were
enhanced. In the same line, Hayati and Rivai et al. (2017) found that students’ writing ability
was useful and increased after using video.
In the control class, the researcher started activities by greeting the students, then checked
the attendance list, and the researcher gave some questions about the material that was taught.
Then the researcher used pictures in teaching writing. The researcher gave photos to the
students. The photos were also natural and social. After that, the researcher asked the students
to make an explanation text related to the picture with at least 100 words and a maximum of
200 words. The researcher also gave a chance for students to ask when they found a problem.
The last the researcher guided the students to conclude the material then documented the
learning process. The students in the experimental class were taught by using Instagram videos,
and the students in the control class were prepared by using pictures.

121

Before giving treatment, the students’ mean score in the experimental class was
categorized as poor classification. After the treatments, their mean score improved,
reaching good classification. It indicated that the students, mastery improved after using
Instagram videos. Most of the students could build their ideas by watching the videos. They
were a little fluent in telling their thoughts in written form. Their sentences also became well
because before teaching writing by using Instagram videos, and the researcher taught them the
way how to write good sentences. All of these indicated that the use of Instagram videos was
able to enhance the students’ writing ability.
Regarding the result of the t-test, the data indicated that the null hypothesis (H0) was
rejected, and the alternative hypothesis (H1) was accepted. It means that the use of Instagram
videos significantly able to enhance the students’ writing ability of the eleventh-grade students
of SMA Negeri 2 Parepare. Finally, the researchers inferred that the use of Instagram videos
was one of the better ways to enhance the students’ writing ability.
This research result confirmed Wright’s theory in Çakir (2006) that many media and many
styles of visual presentation are used to the language learner. That is to say, all audio-visual
materials have positive contributions to language learning as long as they are used at the right
time, in the right place. In language learning and teaching process, the learner uses his eyes as
well as his ears; but his eyes are essential in education.
This research also supported some previous research findings, such as the one by Rivai et
al. (2017). Rivai et al. (2017) also conducted research by using video to enhance students’
writing ability of descriptive text. They reported that using video is more effective in improving
students’ ability to learn writing descriptive using video. It shows that using video is more
effective in enhancing students’ ability to learn writing descriptive using video, and it also has
good influences for the students. Similar to Rivai et al. (2017), who used video as a media on
their research, the researchers also used video. However, they are different forms. This research
used Instagram videos in teaching writing, especially in explanation text material, while Rivai
et al. (2017) used video in teaching writing of the descriptive text. This confirmed that video
could be used as the media in teaching writing, whether in teaching the descriptive or
explanatory text.
This research is also in line with Handayani (2017), whose research dealing with the
students’ attitudes toward the employment of Instagram in teaching writing. Handayani (2017)
reported that Instagram is a kind of tool that can have a beneficial effect on guiding students to
write effectively. Similar to Handayani (2017), the researcher also treated students with the
utilization of Instagram. However, Handayani (2017) studied the common use of Instagram in
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teaching writing while this research specifically focused on Instagram videos in teaching
writing. It revealed that Instagram could be useful in various ways, whether Instagram in
general or Instagram videos.
This study also supported the research by Listiani (2016), who investigated the
effectiveness of Instagram writing compared to teacher-centered writing to teach recount text
to students with high and low motivation. Listiani (2016) conducted qualitative while this
research mixed quantitative and quantitative analysis. Her findings showed that Instagram
promoted a better understanding of students with high and low motivation, which improved
the quality of their writing. Listiani (2016) used Instagram then compared it to the students
with high and low motivation, and she used recount text in teaching writing while the researcher
used Instagram videos to students to enhance the students writing ability and used explanation
text in teaching writing.
This research and some previous research findings (Nur & Syarifuddin, 2018; Listiani,
2016; Rivai et al., 2017; Handayani, 2017, etc.) suggested the use of social media in teaching
English. Some findings suggested that using Instagram was able to enhance the students’
language acquisition in writing composition. Instagram is useful in procedure text, descriptive
text, recount text, or even explanation text. The researchers infer that Instagram videos can be
an alternative media in teaching and in enhancing the students writing ability. Instagram is easy
to be accessed because most of the students have an Instagram account. Its users are free to
access it many times. It also provides the newest information so it would be up to date. The
video content gives the users in-depth information that helps them to build their ideas in
writing. It is an excellent media to combine process. Lastly, it is a compatible material that can
create a pleasant atmosphere in the classroom situation.

Pedagogical Implication
This study can give implications to teaching and learning English, especially teaching
writing skills. The teachers should make the instructional process enjoyable. One way to make
the teaching and learning process more attractive is by applying an excellent method or strategy
as well as involving engaging media in the learning process. Social media are nowadays
become trends, and the education practitioners may adopt the nuance of social media in the
learning and teaching process.
Instagram today is one of the most favored social media in Indonesia. Especially young
people, they like using Instagram to share their activities and opinions. Some of them also use
Instagram to learn and to train their English skills. They can acquire the language by following
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some accounts of the people they follow. The points the researchers reveal are that the learning
process should be managed as attractive as possible. The excellent instructors are those who
can manage their classrooms as exciting as possible as they can.

Conclusion
Based on the findings, the researchers then conclude that the use of Instagram videos is
able to enhance the students’ writing ability of the eleventh-grade students of SMA Negeri 2
Parepare. It is proved by the students’ improvement writing ability in the experimental class,
which got (74.88) in the post-test, while in the pre-test, they only got (55.36), whereas the
students in control class got (70.08) in post-test after got (53.35) in the pre-test. Although the
students’ writing ability in the control class also improved, the improvement was not as
significant as in the experimental class. It means that the increase of students who were taught
by using Instagram videos and the control classes by using pictures was different.
The use of Instagram videos was able to enhance the students’ writing ability of the
eleventh-grade students of SMA Negeri 2 Parepare. It is proved by the t-test value (2.347),
which is higher than the t-table value (2.000). It means that the use of Instagram videos
enhances the students’ writing ability.

Suggestion
The researcher gives some ideas for some elements related to this research. Those are for
the teachers, students, and the next researcher. For the teachers, teachers should be creative in
making and giving material conducting the teaching and learning process. Besides that, the
teachers also have to apply various teaching media in order; the students will not feel bored in
learning. The teachers can use Instagram videos in teaching English, especially to enhance the
students’ writing ability. For the students, students should spend a lot of time to practice their
writing ability. For the next researcher, it is expected to be useful information to find and
develop various ways to enhance the students’ proficiency in English, especially in writing. To
conduct similar research, the next researcher should pay attention to the condition of the school
and the students. Make sure that there should be an internet connection before using it. People
know that the durations of Instagram are limited, but it is actually enough for teaching a specific
material. The researcher used Instagram in teaching explanation text such as a natural and
social phenomenon; it does not need too long duration to prepare this kind of material. The
next researcher may find the content suitable to be taught by using this media.

124

References
Albrechtslund, A. (2008). Online Social Networking as Participatory Surveillance,
https://firstmonday.org/article/view/2142/1949
Ali, Sebah Al. (2014). Embracing the selfie craze: exploring the possible use of instagram as a
language learning tool. Issues and Trends in Educational Technology, 2, 1-16.
Asrifan, A. (2015, June 24). The Use of Pictures Story in Improving Students’ Ability to Write
Narrative Composition. International Journal of Language and Linguistics, 3(4), 244-251.
doi:10.11648/j.ijll.20150304.18
Al-Saadi, S, H & Moses Samuel, S. (2013). The Asian EFL Journal Quarterly March 2013.
15(1), 1–297. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0926-2040(00)00083-7
Anderson, J., Rainie, L., & Caiazza, T. (2018). The future of well-being in a tech-saturated
world

|

Pew

Research.

(April).

Retrieved

from

http://www.pewinternet.org/2018/04/17/the-future-of-well-being-in-a-tech-saturatedworld/
Badan Standar Nasional Pendidikan (BSNP). 2006. Standar Kompetensi dan Kompetensi
Dasar SMP/MTS. Jakarta: Depdikbud.
Badaruddin, Noni, N, Jabu, Baso. (2019). The Potential of ICT in Blended Learning Model
toward Education 4.0 Need Analysis-Based Learning Design for ELT. The Asian EFL
Journal. Vol 24 Issue No 4.1. pp 128-142
Badger, R & White, G (2000). A process genre approach to teaching writing, ELT Journal,
https://doi.org/10.1093/elt/54.2.153.
Bayat, N. (2014). Defining The Psychometric Properties Of The Writing Sensitivity Scale And
Analysing. International Journal of Language Academy (August). Retrieved from
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/326776385
Benmouhoub, L & Maouche, S. (2018). Improving English Language Students’ Oral Fluency
Through Youtube Non-Fiction Videos…… on Instagram Digital Evidence Based on
Android with The NIST Method. (December), 33. https://doi.org/10.15294/sji.v5i2.16545
Blair, R., & Serafini, T. M. (2014). Integration of Education : Using Social Media Networks to
Engage Students Social Media Statistics - 2014. IMSCI 2014 - 8th International MultiConference on Society, Cybernetics and Informatics, Proceedings, 12(6), 28–31.
Retrieved

from

http://www.scopus.com/inward/record.url?eid=2-s2.0-

84923265523&partnerID=tZOtx3y1
Çakir, I. (2006). The Use of Video As an Audio-Visual Material in Foreign Langueage
Teaching Classroom. The Turkishh Online Journal of Educational Teachnology, 5(4), 67–
125

72. Retrieved from http://www.tojet.net/articles/v5i4/549.pdf
Comber, M. (2019). A Comparison of Self-Directed Revision Strategies in EFL Writing. The
Asian

EFL

Journal

Quarterly.

25

(4.1).

76-105.

Retrieved

from

https://www.elejournals.com/1976/asian-efl-journal/asian-efl-journal-volume-23-issue4-1-july-2019/
Fareed, M., & Bilal, M. (2016). ESL Learners ’ Writing Skills : Problems , Factors and
Suggestions ESL Learners ’ Writing Skills : Problems , Factors and Suggestions
Introduction. (October). https://doi.org/10.20547/jess0421604201
Farooq, M. S., & Uzair-ul-hassan, M. (2012). Opinion of Second Language Learners about
Writing Difficulties in English Language. South Asian Studies A Research Journal of
South

Asian

Studies,

27(1),

183–194.

Retrieved

from

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Muhammad_Farooq108/publication/265561270_O
pinion_of_Second_Language_Learners_about_Writing_Difficulties_in_English_Langua
ge/links/56cdd9fd08ae85c8233e8413/Opinion-of-Second-Language-Learners-aboutWriting-DifficultiesGraham, S., Bruch, J., Fitzgerald, J., Friedrich, L., Furgeson, J., Greene, K., Kim, J., Lyskawa,
J., & Olson, C.B., & Smither Wulsin, C. (2016)Works Clearinghouse, W. (2017).
Teaching Secondary Students to Write Effectively NCEE 2017-4002 U.S. DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION. https://doi.org/10.1109/SEW.2008.7
Handayani, AA, Komang , Dantes, Nyoman, Ratminingsih, N. M. (2013). the Effect of Guided
Writing Strategy and Students’ Achievement Motivation on Students’ Writing
Competency. 1(1987). Retrieved from https://media.neliti.com/117646-EN-the-effect-ofguided-writing
Hayati, T. 2017. The Effectiveness of using Video in Teaching Writing Procedure Text.
Skripsi: Jakarta. State Islamic Uviversity Syarif Hidayatullah. retrieved from
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=2ahUK
Ewjt2NzRzuDlAhWBjeYKHQsDBmkQFjABegQIABAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Frepos
itory.uinjkt.ac.id%2Fdspace%2Fbitstream%2F123456789%2F36127%2F1%2FTuhfah
%2520Hayati-FITK&usg=AOvVaw39cmUSKqxyPxQAUnwcOxAV
Hornikx, J., & Hahn, U. (2012). Reasoning and argumentation: Towards an integrated
psychology

of

argumentation.

Thinking

and

Reasoning,

18(3),

225–243.

https://doi.org/10.1080/13546783.2012.674715
Huy, N. T. (2015). Problems affecting learning writing skill of grade 11 at thong linh high
school. 3(2), 53–69.
126

Jandl, I., Knaller, S., Schönfellner, S., & Tockner, G. (n.d.). Lettre.
Juli, T. (2018). The Asian EFL Journal April 2018. The Asian EFL Journal, 20(11), 243–249.
Retrieved from https://www.asian-efl-journal.com/wp-content/uploads/AEFLJ-Volume20-Issue-4-April-2018-1.pdf
Kaya, T., & Bicen, H. (2016). The effects of social media on students ’ behaviors ; Facebook
as a case study Computers in Human Behavior The effects of social media on students ’
behaviors ; Facebook as a case study. Computers in Human Behavior, 59(April 2018),
374–379. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2016.02.036
Khurshid, Z., Waqas, A., Ali, M., & Khaliq, H. (2018). Association Between Usage of Social
Media

and

Depression

among

Young

Adults.

5(4),

26–30.

https://doi.org/10.31580/jmi.v5i4.115
Kim, E. J., Mady, C., & Wang, D. (2014). How Does Focus on Form Affect the Revising
Processes

of

ESL

Writers ?:

Two

Case

Studies.

5(1).

Retrieved

from

http://www.academypublication.com/issues/past/jltr/vol05/01/jltr0501.pdf
Kircaburun, K., & Griffiths, M. D. (2018). Instagram addiction and the Big Five of personality:
The mediating role of self-liking. Journal of Behavioral Addictions, 7(1), 158–170.
https://doi.org/10.1556/2006.7.2018.15
Laponsie, M (2013). 5 Ways Teachers Can Use Instagram in the Classroom. Retrieved from:
http://www.emergingedtech.com/2013/03/picture-this-5-ways-

teachers-can-use-

instagram-in-the-classroom/
Leong, L., & Ahmadi, S. M. (2017). An Analysis of Factors Influencing Learners ’ English
Speaking Skill. 34–41.
Listiani, G. (2016). The Effectiveness of Instagram Writing Compared to Teacher Centered
Writing to Teach Recount Text to Students with High and Low Motivation (The Case of
Eight Grade Students in Smp Kesatrian 1 Semarang in The Academic Year of 2015/2016).
ELT Forum: Journal of English Language Teaching. 5 (1). 1-8
Ma, M & Alhabash, S. (2016). Motivations and Uses of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and
Snapchat: Which platform wins the challenge among college students? Researchgate.
Retrieved from https://www.researchgate.net/publication/303346836
Maftoon, P & Soroush, S. (2010). Journal of Language Teaching and Research. 1(6).
Mansor, N., & Talk, L. (2017). Instagram in esl classroom. (January). Retrieved from
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321016352
Natanael, S., , Roswita, S., & , Hilman, P. (2014). The Effectiveness of Using Recount Text to
Improve Writing Skill For Grade III Students of Kalam Kudus Elementary School 2
127

Pematangsiantar.

19(1),

56–64.

Retrieved

from

http://iosrjournals.org/iosr-

jhss/papers/Vol19-issue1/Version-12/J0191125664.pdf
Nazara, S. (2011). Students ’ Perception on EFL Speaking Skill Development. 1(1), 28–43.
Neag Center for Gifted Education and Talent Development. 2007. Students Perception of
School. (Online) University of Connecticut. (http://www.gifted.uconn.edu. Accessed 14
March 2014)
Nur, R and Syarifuddin, R. (2018). Designing an Instructional Model of YouTube-Based
Materials of Listening Comprehension at Umpar Indonesia. The Asian EFL Journal.
Vol 20 issue 7. Pp 94-108.
Purba, R. (2018). Improving the Achievement on Writing Narrative Text through Discussion
Starter Story Technique. Advances in Language and Literary Studies, 9(1), 27.
https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.alls.v.9n.1p.27
Rass, R. A. (2015). Challenges Face Arab Students in Writing Well-Developed Paragraphs in
English. 8(10), 49–59. https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v8n10p49
Riadi, I., Yudhana, A., & Putra, M. C. F. (2019). Forensic Tool Comparison on Instagram
Digital Evidence Based on Android with The NIST Method. Scientific Journal of
Informatics, 5(2), 235–247. https://doi.org/10.15294/sji.v5i2.16545
Rivai, I.M, Mujadidi, S, & Arnis, E.A. 2017. The Effectiveness of Using Video on Students’
Writing Ability in Teaching Descriptive Text (A Case Study At Tenth Grade Of Smk Pasundan 1
Kota Serang). Journal of English Language Studies. 2 (2). 155-165.

Styati, E. W. 2016. Effect of YouTube Videos and Pictures on EFL Students’ Writing
Performance. Dinamika Ilmu. 16 (2). 307-317.
Wang, H., & Sui, D. (2006). Key words : Measuring Coherence in Chinese EFL Majors’
Writing through LSA (Latent Semantic Analysis), 11. Retrieved from https://www.asianefl-journal.com/1887/monthly-journals/measuring-coherence-in-chinese-efl-majorswriting-through-lsa-latent-semantic-analysis/#squelch-taas-tab-content-0-3
Whitaker, A. (2009). Academic Writing Guia. (September), 0–28. Retrieved from
http://www.vsm.sk/Curriculum/academicsupport/academicwritingguide.pdf
Xerry, D. &, & Vassallo, O. (2016). Creativity in English Language Teaching. Retrieved from
https://www.danielxerri.com/uploads/4/5/3/0/4530212/mede_creativity_in_english_lang
uage_teaching.pdf
Yunhadi, W. (2016). The Structural Parts of Paragraph Writing by Indonesian EFL Learners.
International Journal of EFL, 1(1), 33. https://doi.org/10.21462/ijefl.v1i1.6
128

